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Executive Summary

In 1989, in passing a common resolution, the governing boards of Chapel Hill, Durham,
Durham County, and Orange County recognized the value of the New Hope corridor and took
steps to preserve this open space as a natural asset. The 1987 Inventory of Natural Areas and
Rare Species of Durham County recognized as significant the New Hope Corridor itself and
three specific natural areas within the corridor. The New Hope corridor received Federal
recognition when, in August 1990, the US Fish and Wildlife Service designated New Hope
Creek as an "Important Regional Wetland." This designation may offer the possibility of
receiving Federal funding. Since October 1989, an Advisory Committee representing each of
the jurisdictions has worked with members of the planning staffs and a Consultant, Coulter
Associates, Landscape Architects & Land Planners, to prepare a Master Plan for the preservation
of the corridor.

The Consultant and the Advisory Committee were charged with....

"....creating an open space corridor linking the Eno River State Park, the New Hope
Creek, Corps Lands, and the growing communities of Durham and Chapel Hill for
aesthetic, environmental, educational, and recreational purposes, and as a means of
shaping the urban form of the area."”

The New Hope Corridor Open Space Master Plan identifies the critical environmental areas to
be protected to achieve those goals and recommends that the following land areas be acquired
through purchase, acquisition of development rights, or donation:

The stream course;

Adjacent floodplains;

Steep slopes (defined as 20 percent or greater) adjacent to floodplains;

Larger tracts of particular historic, educational, or recreational value (open space
anchors); and

The NC 751 Scenic Road (designation and some acquisition).
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These areas would provide locations for such features as wildlife habitats, trails, and access
areas.

The Advisory Committee recommends that the participating governing boards move to protect
the following areas: '

¢ New Hope Creek from NC 54 north and west to Erwin Road in Orange County;

® Dry Creek from New Hope Creek on the north side of the Chapel Hill-Durham
Boulevard west to Erwin Road and the future Chapel Hill greenway;

¢  Mud Creek from New Hope Creek north to NC 751;

®  Connections between Mud Creek-NC 751 and the Eno River State Park along NC 751
and Orange County roads (to the west); and

® Sandy Creck from New Hope Creek on the south side of Chapel Hill-Durham
Boulevard northeast across the Boulevard to NC 751.

After adoption of the Master Plan by the four jurisdictions, a permanent Advisory Committee
should be established to monitor and advise in carrying out the recommendations of the plan and
to nurture and foster citizens’ involvement in preservation and acquisition. The membership of
the Committee would be drawn from the planning and open space agencies of the four
jurisdictions with additional representation of interested citizens and property owners.

The Committee should be official and permanent and should be charged with the responsibility
of overseeing the corridor’s future, including reviewing and making recommendations
concerning development proposals, annual budgets, etc., that affect the corridor. The
Committee should not be responsible for operations related to the corridor. The Committee
should require only minimal staff support in carrying out its duties.

‘The Implementation Recomméndations (Section II1.) consist of three phases, which would take
place over a maximum of 20 years:

Phase 1. Priority Corridor Acquisition (Years 1-5)

Objective: Through acquisition, to utilize land presently under control of the City of
Durham, Duke University, and the Corps of Engineers, as well as that
acquired through purchase of opportunity in the Wildlife Protection Area
and other acquisition opportunities that are presented through rezoning,
negotiation, or donation.

i
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Phase 2. Completion of Corridor Acquisition (Years 5-10)

Objectives: To complete the acquisition of land needed for the Wildlife Protection Area
and for steep slope protection.
- To acquire land needed for stream protection and for anchors and access
areas.
To construct trails as needed to connect schools, parks, and other locations.

Phase 3. Completion of Trails and Access Areas (Years 10-20)

ObjectiVe: To prepare plans, obtain needed financing for construction, and construct
trails and access areas.

Protecting the New Hope corridor and establishing open space anchors will require the
acquisition of approximately 1100 acres of floodplain, 45 acres of steep slopes, and 554 acres
of uplands, and the purchase of development rights to an additional 103 acres. To achieve the
passive recreation potential of the corridor, approximately 20 miles of trails should be
developed.

The estimated cost of land acquisition ranges between $12.5 million and $22.5 million. The cost
of developing the recreational potential and trails is estimated to be between $1.8 million and
$2.7 million. The total project cost is estimated to be between $14.3 million and $25.3 million

- dollars.

The partnership between citizens and government that has led to the preservation of the Eno
River basin has brought increasing national recognition to our community. Employing a similar
private-public partnership to establish the New Hope corridor will ensure that the western side
of the Triangle will continue to be a desirable place in which to work and live. The benefits
from maintaining open space, maintaining and improving environmental quality, and providing
potential for passive recreation are immediate and real. They augment and complement the
benefits of preserving for the benefit of all our citizens, a significant buffer of green trees and
free-flowing water.

iii
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I. New Hope Corridor Open Space Master Plan: Narrative
. A. Introduction and Overview

In 1989, the separate governing boards of Chapel Hill, Durham, Durham County, and
Orange County adopted a common resolution recognizing the open space value of the
New Hope Creek corridor and supporting its preservation. A copy of the resolution
is provided as Appendix B.

The governing boards established an Advisory Committee and retained Coulter
Associates to work with the Committee as a Consultant in preparing recommendations
for the corridor. This Master Plan Narrative and the Master Plan Details (Section II)
that follows constitute the findings of the Committee and provide the requested
recommendations.

The recommendations in this report are not simply recapitulations of the
pré-resolution studies or of the resolution itself. Rather, they are the result of detailed
studies, on-site fspections, map reviews, consultations with area professionals, and
committee ‘judgements! In addition, of great importance, they incorporate the
knowledge and suggestions of residents of the jurisdictions affected.

Defining the Corridor’s Geographical Extent

The New Hope corridor can be defined in a-number of ways. An all encompassing
definition could include lands from the western reaches of Orange County east and
south to the waters of Jordan Lake. The narrowest definition could limit the corridor
to the central portions of New Hope and Mud Creeks, with little regard for
tributaries. Rather than defining the corridor to be all encompassing or in a way that
is too limited to answer environmental and land use needs, the Committee
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recommends that the area’s governing boards accept the following delineation of the
corridor as that land to which they will give attention:

® New Hope Creek, from NC 54 north and west to Erwin Road in Orange
- County;

®  Dry Creek from New Hope Creek on the north side of the Chapel Hill-Durham
Boulevard west to Erwin Road;

®  Mud Creek from New Hope Creek north of the Chapel Hill-Durham Boulevard
north to NC 751;

® Sandy Creek from New Hope Creek south of the Chapel Hill-Durham Boulevard
northeasterly across the Boulevard to NC 751; and

®  Strip connections between Mud Creek-NC 751 and the Eno River State Park
along NC 751, old NC 10, Mount Herman Church Road, and Pleasant Green
Road.

The New Hope Corridor Open Space Master Plan Map (page 3) indicates the extent
of the New Hope corridor recommended for priority attention.

The Committee recognizes that the portions of New Hope Creek and its tributaries
that extend upstream of these limits have significant value for water quality protection
and other open space purposes. However, the Committee suggests that these values
be recognized and incorporated into the normal course of execution of local
- -government development policies.

Lateral Extent. Clearly, the areas adjacent to the actual stream courses of New Hope
Creek and its tributaries, as well as the associated floodplains and steep slopes (i.e.,
slopes of 20 percent grade or higher), have great significance for any proposed open
space corridor. To some degree, this important arga extends to the upper edge of the
watershed. However, the Committee recommends that detailed attention should be
given to much more limited areas, specifically: -

The stream course itsglf;
Adjacent floodplains;
Steep slopes adjacent to floodplains; and
The remaining land between the top of a slope and the nearest road or
existing development.
!









